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ON THE BOOKS
A Graphic Tale of Working Woes at NYC’s Strand Bookstore by GREG FARRELL

“
“A fine addition to the great history 
of comics and labor” —Tom Hart, 
Hutch Owen

“A revealing look at the inner dynamics 
of a labor struggle, this comic is 
valuable not only as an engaging story, 
but also as a historical record of a 
particular event, and in addition, an 
insightful look at a dynamic playing 
itself out on a global scale.” 
—Stephanie McMillan, Robert 
F Kennedy journalism award 
winner

Audience: Fans of the Strand, people 
interested in organized labor, people curious 
about the book industry, readers of graphic 
novels, students, and get an insider’s perspective 
on a changing book industry and world.

On the Books is the firsthand comic strip 
account of the labor struggle at New York 
City’s legendary Strand bookstore in the 
summer of 2012. Told by Greg Farrell—
an employee of the store who interviewed 
numerous other staff members—the book 
examines the motives and actions of those 
involved, including the management, the 
staff, the union local, and the people of 
New York City. Through interstitial comic 
portraits, Farrell gives voice to his comrades, 
who often share a nuance of the story that 
would have otherwise gone overlooked, and 
provide a depth of opinion and fairness 
to accompany Farrell’s often very personal 
interpretation of events. The book explores 
at once the inner workings of our national 
retail environment, the struggles as a young 
working person, and the current state of the 
book trade.
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Published: October 2014
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Subjects: Graphic Novel / Political Science
Price: $11.95 U.S.
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Mark Twain Was Right: The 2001 Cincinnati 
Riots $8.95 2012 978-1-934620-21-2
Edible Secrets: A Food Tour of Classified U.S. 
History 2010 $10 978-1-934620-41-0
The Beginning of the American Fall: A 
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A combination of labor 
studies, memoirs, graphic 
novel, and journalism offering 
a first hand, hard eyed account 
of the union negotiations with 
NYC’s Strand bookstore. 

Greg Farrell is a cartoonist and rapper 
whose other works include the comics Attaboy, 
Brendon: A Coming of Age Story, Going Rate, 
and the illustrated prison diary of Ho Chi 
Minh. He works at Strand bookstore. He lives 
in Brooklyn.

A small, charming, and innovative publishing 
house, Microcosm Publishing specializes 
in work designed to make the reader feel good 
about being alive, take an active role in bettering 
their life, and impact the world around them. 
Microcosm has developed a reputation for 
teaching self-empowerment, showing hidden 
histories, and fostering creativity through 
challenging conventional publishing wisdom, 
with books and bookettes about DIY skills, 
food, zines, and art. The then-distro and record-
label was founded in Cleveland, OH in 1996 
and is now based in Portland, OR. Microcosm 
constantly strives to be recognized for our spirit, 
creativity, and value. Our books are printed by 
union workers in the U.S. and we are moving 
towards all production using post-consumer 
papers, with vegan inks and bindings. Further, 
while only 25-35% of authors are women, over 
50% of the books we publish are by women. 


