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Praise for Kelly Dessaint’s A Masque of Infamy:

“Kelly Dessaint twists the horror of growing 
up in a highly dysfunctional American family 
into a hilarious tale of survival. Detailing the 
trauma of being institutionalized as a teenager 
after having taken revenge against an abusive 
father figure, A Masque of Infamy is a story 
about stubbornly overcoming the odds to live 
long enough to tell the truth about just how 
shitty it is to be a kid in this country.” —Lydia 
Lunch

“Captures the screaming, up-from-the-toes 
intensity and torment of the United States of 
Adolescence. No one who reads this book will 
be left unchanged by its savage and unforgiving 
beauty.” —Jerry Stahl, Permanent Midnight

No Fun: How Punk Rock Saved My Life is 
an anti-memoir about growing up punk in a 
hostile world of abusive and negligent parents, 
bullies, institutionalized education, formulaic 
psychiatry, and the bureaucratic red tape of 
the foster care system. From East LA to the 
backwoods of Alabama, from a mental hospital 
to a university and eventually to the streets of 
New Orleans and San Francisco, the author 
struggles to resolve his traumas and find a 
place free of mistreatment. Along the way, he 
continues searching for punk rock albums by 
Black Flag, DRI, The Circle Jerks, and more, 
that provide comfort during the hardest times 
and ultimately lead to his redemption.

SUBJECT: Punk / Memoir / Psychology
PUBLICATION: July 12, 2016
PRICE: $14.95  
ISBN: 978-1-62106-599-9
FORMAT: Paperback, 192 pages, 5x8” 

Marketing Notes
1.1 in 3 adults in the US report having been 
abused as children
2. Author has a weekly column in the SF 
Examiner and uses it to discuss issues in the 
book
3. Punk music and culture has been a lifeline 
for millions of angry young people

Comparative Titles 
• Consensuality Helen Wildfell 9781621060048 
(Microcosm) $9.95, 2015
• Crate Digger Bob Suren 9781621068785 (Mi-
crocosm) $14.95, 2015
• Cloudbreak, California Kelly Daniels 978-0-
9834764-5-0 (Owl Canyon Press) $16.95, 2013
• I Dreamed I Was a Very Clean Tramp Richard 
Hell 9780062190840 (Ecco) $14.99, 2014

Kelly Dessaint was born and raised in Los 
Angeles and resides in Oakland with his wife. 
A veteran of the small press, he currently pub-
lishes the zine Piltdownlad.

A small, innovative publishing house, Microcosm 
Publishing specializes in work designed to make 
the reader feel good about being alive, take an active 
role in bettering their life, and impact the world 
around them. Microcosm has developed a reputation 
for teaching self-empowerment, showing hidden 
histories, and fostering creativity through challenging 
conventional publishing wisdom with books and 
zines about DIY skills, food, politics, and art. 
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A hard-knock childhood and the redemptive power of punk rock


