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DWELLING PORTABLY 
More tips from the people who inspired the Tiny House Movement, 2009-2015 plus highlights from 2000-
2008 by BERT & HOLLY DAVIS

“

*

“Each book is full of practical tips and tools. 
This set is the ultimate DIY guide for all things 
tiny and sustainable. You’ll want to keep these 
guides on your bookshelf for future reference!” 
—Tammy Strobel, author of You Can Buy 
Happiness (and it’s Cheap) 

“Practical advice about low-budget motion by 
choice--camping on the edges, living simply, 
getting by on the road and loving it. It’s for 
modern nomads in the US choosing alternative 
lifestyles to working 9-5 in the same place. You 
get hard-won need-to-know wisdom like: How 
to live in cars. How to buy staples for 25 cents 
per pound. Can you camp in U-Hauls? Where 
can you find a cheap dentist? Fixing a free bike 
for long-haul travel. etc. —Cool Tools

“Holly and Bert Davis have been putting this 
collection of tips and anecdotes out for decades. 
Content ranges from cooking and bathing out of 
your car, to edible weeds, to improvised bicycle 
panniers, to musings on 12 volt microfiche 
readers and the practicalities of nudism.” 
—Home Growth Evolution

“Simple living tips that really work.” —Whole 
Earth Catalog

“An amazing resource.” —Factsheet 5

The Dwelling Portably series returns with 
Holly and Bert’s newest contribution to 
their fourth decade of DIY homesteading. 
The 2009–2015 collection assembles their 
correspondence and what they’ve picked up 
over the last six years, lovingly crafted on 
manual typewriters from a remote Oregon 
outpost. The tips and tricks of the series 
are practical and useful—pertaining to 
things like biking, permanent camping, 
alternative communities, DIY healthcare, 
disaster preparation, eating off the land, and 
MacGyver-like skills to prepare you for any 
and all situations. Whether you’re planning 
to step off the grid or just simplify your life 
a little, Dwelling Portably has something 
for just about everyone. Learn the values of 
eco-insulation as opposed to synthetic, how 
to make a DIY wood-burning stove out of a 
5-gallon steel drum, how to convert a plastic 
storage in to a “cold frame” for seedlings, 
and information about what simple vessels 
are ideal for mid-ocean dwelling.
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The one-stop resource that 
provides practical advice for a 
comprehensive DIY life.

Bert Davis and Holly Davis have been nomads 
for more than 30 years. They edit the monthly 
journal, Dwelling Portably. They live in the 
vicinity of Philomath, Oregon.

A small, charming, and innovative publishing 
house, Microcosm Publishing specializes in 
work designed to make the reader feel good 
about being alive, take an active role in bettering 
their life, and impact the world around them. 
Microcosm has developed a reputation for 
teaching self-empowerment, showing hidden 
histories, and fostering creativity through 
challenging conventional publishing wisdom, 
with books and bookettes about DIY skills, 
food, zines, and art. The then-distro and record-
label was founded in Cleveland, OH in 1996 
and is now based in Portland, OR. Microcosm 
constantly strives to be recognized for our spirit, 
creativity, and value. Our books are printed by 
union workers in the U.S. and we are moving 
towards all production using post-consumer 
papers, with vegan inks and bindings. Further, 
while only 25-35% of authors are women, over 
50% of the books we publish are by women. 

Interest in survivalist literature for 
the amateur and lifestyle voyeurist 
is at an all time high in the era of 
world disasters, media-inspired 
fright, and an uncertain economy.


